T-cell depleted peritoneal cells. The peritoneal cells were harvested from peritoneal cavity after injection of 5ml PBS, and treated with an anti-Thy 1 antiserum of Cederlane Lab. , and complement to l yse T-cells.
Proliferation of lymphocytes. Spleen cells of the normal or PGL injected mice were distributed in flat-bottomed itssue culture plates (2*105 Cells in 0.2ml) and PGL in DMSO was added to the cell suspensions at the final concentration of 40*g/ml of PGL. As controls, same concentration of DMSO was added. PGL was everytime added to the cell suspensions before the cells were sedimented. About 20min. later, Con A solution (5*g/ml) or PHA (1:1000) was added. All cultures were set up in triplicate, incubated for 1-2 days at 37* in CO2 chamber containing 5% CO2, pulsed with 1.0*Ci of [3H] TdR for 22hrs., and harvested on glass fiber filters in a multi-channel cell harvester. The radio activity was measured by a liquid scintillation counter.
The results were expressed as the mean net thymidine incorporation (mean cpm in experimental -mean cpm in control). The percentage of inhibition: (1-experimental cpm/control cpm) *100%.
RESULTS
Inhibition of mouse spleen cells to Con A or PHA response by PGL. Spleen cells of control and PGL -injected mice were stimulated by Con A (5*g/ml) or PHA (1:1000) in the absence or in the presence of PGL (40*g/ml), and the mitogenic responses of the cultures were scored as thymidine incorporation. As shown in Table 1 Absence of active suppression. It has been described that suppressor T-lymphocytes in lepromatous patients contribute to the unresponsiveness of these patients (5.6). To examine the possibility that the PGL -injected mice may generate suppressor cells which inhibit the Con A or PHA response , the cotrol spleen cells were cocultivated with same numbers of the PGL-injected spleen cells. As shown in Table 3 , the PGL-injected spleen cells did not inhibit the response of control spleen cells. Thus, the active suppressor cells, on the other hand, active suppressor factors were not detected in PGL-injected spleen cells. el al. (Table 4) .
Because, the adherent cells were removed from the spleen cells, no response to Con A has been detected as shown in Table 4 . As macrophages are rich in cell fraction from peritoneal cavity of mice, we 
